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SEASONAL EXmPTION DENIED TO EGG BREAKING INDUSTRY 

' I t i s ' not the l ack of eggs , but the advance in -the p r i c e of eggs t h a t 

causes c u r t a i l m e n t of major opera ' t ions i n t h e egg breaking i n d u s t r y i n 'the l a t e 

summer, the V/age and Hour Di 'vision, U, S, Department of Labor, found i n denying 

the p e t i t i o n of t h e Nat ional Egg Products Assoc ia t ion , of 100 West Monroe S t r e e t , 

Chicago, I l l i n o i s , for a p a r t i a l exemption of t h e egg-breaking i n d u s t r y from the 

maximum hours p rov i s ions of the Fa i r Labor s tandards Act . 

Furthermore, 'the V/age and Hour Di-Tision h e l d , egg breaking i s f r equen t ly 

conducted in e s t ab l i shmen t s t h a t handle eggs t h r o u ^ o u t the yea r , and many 

employers engaged i n egg breaking , drj.dng and f r eez ing , a r e a l so a c t i v e dealei ' s 

i n eggs i n the s h e l l . . . • 

The f ind ings of the Hearings Branch of t h e T/age and Eour Di'vision were 

incorpora ted i n a l e t t e r to the Nat ional Egg Products Assoc ia t ion by Harold D. 

Jacobs , Adminis t ra tor of the Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n , and made publ ic t oday . 

"Eggs a f t e r breaking a re s o l d e i t h e r as f resh l i q u i d eggs , as f rozen 

eggs, as d r i e d eggs or i n t h e form of 'varied s p e c i a l a l l i e d p roduc t s " 'the opinion 

r ead . "The bulk of egg breaking i n t h i s count ry i s concen' trated in the Spring 

months, about 70 per cen t of the t o t a l being broken be'tween March 1 and June 15, 

and over 90 per cent being broken during a six-month per iod each y e a r . However, 

some eggs a r e broken a l l t h e year round, the l a t t e r group being broken . -; 

p r i m a r i l y as subs tandard eggs •which a r e not s u i t a b l e for shipment i n the s h e l l , 

whereas i n t h e l a t e Spring egg breaking o p e r a t i o n s , eggs of a l l grades or un­

graded eggs a re purchased fo r b reak ing , 

"In t h i s l a t t e r i n s t a n c e the egg breaking may be cons idered l a r g e l y a 

method of u t i l i z i n g the Spring surp lus of eggs and the reby prescr-ving t h a t surp lus 
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for use throughout the year in the form of dried or frozen eggs which can be 

stored cheaply for long periods of time. The cessation of major operations in the 

l a t e summer is caused by the advance i n the price of eggs ra ther than by any 

physical unavai labi l i ty of eggs. Egg breaking i s frequently conducted in establ ish 

ments that handle eggs throughout 'the year, and raany eraployers engaged in egg 

breaking, drying and freezing, are also active dealers in eggs i n the s h e l l . " 

The opinion also held t h a t egg breaking operations do not appear 'to 

cons t i tu te a separate industry •within the meaning of the Official Regulations 

governing seasonal exeraptions, and pointed out 'that i t i s a comraon i f not universal 

prac t ice to conduct egg breaking operations in the same establishments in 'which 

eggs are handled in the .shell throughout the year. Egg breaking, therefore, should 

be considered as an operation in the egg industry, vrhich as a viiole operates 

throughout the year, and is not e l ig ib le for exemption frora "the maximum hours 

provisions of the Act on the grounds of seasonal i ty. 
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